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Guard of Lyons, under the leadership of the Muscadins, had
marched out from the city walls, and hung and shot them
when they were burning their masters' chateaux in the summer
of 17S9.1 The feud between the peasants and the citizens
prevented the federalist movement, which originated in the
opposition of several provincial towns to the coup d'etat of
June 2, from obtaining any large amount of support; and the
weakness of the rising of isolated cities clearly appears, when
the success of the Vendean movement and the failure of the
insurrection of the cities are contrasted.

The movement which is known as the Vendean rebellion,3
and which has been attributed to the highest motives of
religion and loyalty, was really by no means so romantic as
it has generally been represented. The excitement in the
departments formed out of the old provinces of Brittany,
Anjou, and Poitou caused by the CiviJ Constitution of the Clergy
was not greater than it had been in other districts of France;
but the clergy in these provinces were far more unanimous in
refusing to take the oath, and therefore it was less possible
for the constitutional bishops of these departments to find
substitutes for the former clergy. Very much also has often
been said of the affection felt by the peasants of these
provinces for their lords, and the way in which they followed
them during this rebellion against the Convention; but careful
examination of the history of the rebellion shows that it was
not until the populace had gained some success by themselves,
under their own leaders, that the gentry of Poitou came to the
front to lead the peasants. It may safely be affirmed that
religious and political reasons had very little to do with the

1  Vol. i. p 182.

2  There is a vast literature on the subject of the rebellion in La
Vende'e, and it is impossible here to refer to all the valuable works
published in recent years on this subject; but special reference may be
made for then" historical valite to Lallie's Le District de Machccoul (Parts:
1800);   Les Gueires de La Vendte, by A. Duchatelher (Paris: 1876);
Lescure's Memoires sur La Vendee (Paris. 1884);  and the numerous
valuable works of MM. Quernau de Lamerie, Desbrunfaut, and Gustave
Bord.